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Enemies of God - James 4:1-6
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  By KC Ung

Intro.:

I. Study 1: The Enemies of God.
Jas. 4:1-6
Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
Jas. 4:4


If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
I Jn. 2:15
We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
Eph. 6:12
II. Study 2: The Exhortation to submit to God.
Jas. 4:7-12
I. The Enemies of God.
Jas. 4:1-6
A. At War with Enemy No. 1 – Self-Will

4:1-3 

1. The Condition of this War – wars and fightings among you.
4:1
a. Their Chronic Condition of Hostility – wars [protracted] and fightings [proactive]

Wars is polemoi, lit. state of war; Fightings is machai, lit. individual disputes. Thus…

b. The Conflicts (individual and group) in Church – conflicts and disputes
NRSV

c. The physical Combats and oral Contentions - fights and quarrels
NIV

2. The Causes for this War.

Two rhetoric questions:  – From Whence…? Come they not Hence?

4:1a, b

a. The Cravings Within –– from your cravings.

4:1b, NRSV
i. The Control to Cease the Cravings is Within them – your lusts that war in your members.
4:1c, KJV
War is strateuomenon = to serve in a military campaign; fig. to contend with carnal inclinations 

and ever on active service making every part of the human frame a battleground as in your members.

· Paul’s Exhortation: 

Rom. 6:12-14

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.

· Paul’s Experience: But I see another law in my members, warring against the law 

of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

Rom. 7:21-23-25
ii. They are the Carnal Work of Self-Seeking Lusts - hedonon, from  handano (to please) 
as 4:3; Heb. 11:25
Cf. Hedonism, the Playboy Philosophy that highlights Pleasure as Man’s chief Purpose. 


Ct. Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

Ct. Eccl. 12:13

These lusts lead to…
b. The Conflicts Without – wars and fightings among you.

4:1a See #A.1.a

c. The Consequences of Self-Will.

4:2a,b, NRSV

[Note 1: the Problems of Punctuation and Parallelism in this verse cf. KJV with NRSV, etc.

 Note 2: the Present tense of the finite verbs, a repeated Process]



i. You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder
 
4:2a, NRSV

· Ye lust (pithumeo) = to set the heart upon, i.e. long for (rightfully or otherwise);

as 1:14 ct. 4:1
· and have not (3 occ.) – True Satisfaction through Self-gratification is an eluding goal.
· [so] ye kill – cf. Jesus’ “definition” of murder – anger is potential murder!

Mt. 5:21, 22
Cf. Ahab coveting the vineyard of Naboth, and Jezebel planning his murder.

I Kgs. 21:1-16

ii. You covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts

4:2b, NRSV

· The Feeling of Covetousness: [ye] desire to have, and cannot obtain:

Desire is zeloute = have warmth of feeling for or against, covet (earnestly), (move with) envy, be jealous.

· The Fight among themselves: ye fight and war, quarrel and fight. 

4:2, NIV ct. 4:1
· The Failure and Frustration of a self-willed, self-seeking life – (yet) ye have not…

4:2 to 4:3

3. The Two Companies involved in the War.

4:2c, 3
a. 1st. Group: ye have not, because ye ask not. (3rd occ.)

4:2c 
Ask is in the present tense, thus, their repeated failure to ask, because of self-interest? 

Ct. Mt. 7:7

b. 2nd Group: Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts cf. NRSV
i. They Miss what they ask for – You ask and do not receive.

ii. The Manner of their asking is wrong – because you ask wrongly.

4:3, NRSV
· Cf. If any of you lack Wisdom, let him ask of God.
Jas. 1:5
· Cf. Let him ask in faith, nothing Wavering.
Jas. 1:6
· Cf. Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I do.
Jn. 14:13, 14, 16; 16:23
iii. Their Motive in asking is wrong - in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
Jas. 4:3, NRSV
i.e. squander and indulge freely on self-seeking pleasures (hedonais) cf. prodigal son. 
Lk. 15:14

B. At War with Enemy No. 2 – The World

Jas. 4:4-6

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? 

whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
Jas. 4:4

1. God’s Rebuke – Ye adulterers and adulteresses
Jas. 4:4
a. Metaphorically they are Adulteresses – [adulterers omitted in ancient Greek MSS]
cf. Mt. 12:39

i. The Jews would understand Israel to be the wife of Jehovah.
Jer. 3:20; Isa. 54:5

Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt 

treacherously with Me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD.

ii. The Church is a chaste virgin espoused to Christ.
II Cor. 11:2

iii. To have an Affair with the world is to commit Adultery in unfaithfulness and disloyalty.

b. Rightly, they should be Aware – Know ye not… friendship of the world is enmity with God. 4:4b

i. Affirmatively: a person cannot Mind or serve two Masters.
Mt. 6:24; Lk. 16:13

No man can serve two masters… Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

ii. Positively: they have a Feeling of Friendship with, and Fondness for, the world.

Friendship is philia (only occ. in NT) but cf. phileo = to love, to have affection for. 

iii. Consequently: they are Enumerated with the world in being Enemies of God.

Enmity = an attitude of personal hostility, the opposite of “friendship”

What is the “world”? – All that is in the world… is not of the Father:-
I Jn. 2:16
[The Exploits of Enemy No. 3 – the Wicked One - in using the world against God.] 
· The lust of the flesh


· Used to tempt Eve: The woman saw that the tree was good for food.
Gen. 3:6a
· Used to tempt Jesus: If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. Mt. 4:3
Cf. Moses choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 

than to enjoy the pleasures (hedone) of sin for a season;
Cf. Heb. 11:25

· The lust of the eyes
· Used to tempt Eve: and that it was pleasant to the eyes.
Gen. 3:6b
· Used to tempt Jesus: the devil taketh…showeth him all the kingdoms of the world…
Mt. 4:8
· The pride of life
· Used to tempt Eve: a tree to be desired to make one wise.
Gen. 3:6c
· Used to tempt Jesus: If thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down…
Mt. 4:6
Con.: 
Eve lost the War because Satan made her doubt God’s Word: Yea, hath God said…Gen. 3:1


Jesus Won the war because He confronted Satan with: It is Written…
Mt. 4:4, 7, 10

Thus: 
he that doeth the Will of God abideth for ever.
I Jn. 2:17b

c. Conclusively: an Adulteress is a Friend of the world is a Foe of God.
Jas. 4:4c


i. The Logical assumption: whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God
ii. The Individual decision: Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world
NIV

iii. The Emphatic Personal conclusion: an enemy of God is he! Ct. Abraham.
Jas. 2:23

Is an enemy = becomes an enemy of God.
NRSV
Is = maketh himself, i.e. voluntarily constitutes himself.


2. They Regard not the Scriptures.

Jas. 4:5, 6a
Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

a. The Problem of translation:

i. Its Literal Translation: Or think you that vainly the Scripture says to envy yearns the spirit 
which was made to dwell in you, but He gives great grace

ii. A Possible Division – v. 5 is broken into two parts:

· The first part: A Statement of fact regarding the Authority of the Singular Scripture.

Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain… pointing to the Scripture is v. 6 quoted from Pro. 3:34?

· The second part: A Statement or a Question?
See (iii) below

iii. Possible translations and meanings of the second part:

· “The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?”

KJV

· “The [human] spirit which indwells you yearns to envy, but He [God] gives more grace.”

·  “The Spirit who indwells you jealously yearns [for you] and He gives more grace.”

· “He [God] yearns jealously for the Holy Spirit which indwells you and He gives more grace.”
NRSV

·  “The Spirit He caused to live in us envies intensely?” (i.e. yearns enviously for our loyalty.) 
NIV

b. The Problem of Sin to be Solved by Grace
Jas. 4:6a



God’s Grace Given to meet their Sinful Situation: but He giveth more grace.
Jas. 4:6a

More grace is literally greater grace.
Cf. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.

Rom. 5:20b

3. God Resists the proud, so says the scripture…

Jas. 4:6b
Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 
KJV

That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."
NIV cf. 4:5a

a. God’s Precept in Proverbs: 

Pro. 3:34, NIV

He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.

b. His Opposition to the Proud: God would resist them. 

i. God has a definite article: The God Who Gives Grace is the same God Who resists them.

ii. Proud has no article: stressing the Character of anyone who thinks and Conducts himself above his fellows.

iii. Resist (antitassetai) places God in battle array against the proud. God is the Active Antagonist.

c. His Promise of grace to the Humble:

i. But is the Contrast to what God threatens to do to the proud.

ii. Humble is without an article referring to the Character of those who are Conscious of their need

and go to God for help and God will give them Grace.

iii. The Promise of Grace is the basis for the Commands that follow.
Jas. 4:7-12

II. The Exhortation to submit to God.
Jas. 4:7-12
See Study 2.

Study 1:

Jas. 4:1-6

A. At War with Enemy No. 1 – Self-Will

B. At War with Enemy No. 2 – The World

C. At War with Enemy No. 3 – The Wicked One.


Study 2:

Jas. 4:7-12


Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

